
Gabrielle Clark
Mechanical Engineering
Tulane University
Doctoral Program in Biomedical Engineering
UCF Mentor: Dr. Robert Steward

Graduating Scholars 2015-2016

MiAmor Aguirresaenz
Psychology
New York University
Masters in Counseling
UCF Mentor: Dr. Charles Negy

Stephanie Armas
Chemistry and Forensic Science
University of Central Florida 
Masters of Science in Chemistry
UCF Mentor: Dr. Karin Chumbimuni-Torres

Steven Carrion
Biology and Environmental Studies 
Universität Bremen (Germany)
Masters of Science in Marine Biodiversity 
UCF Mentor: Dr. Linda Walters

Jose Cotelo
Mechanical Engineering 
University of Pennsylvania
Doctoral Program in Mechanical Engineering 
and Applied Mechanics
UCF Mentor: Dr. Ali Gordon

Claudia Hernandez
Psychology
University of Central Florida 
Masters of Science in Industrial Psychology
UCF Mentor: Dr. Shawn Burke

Geena Ildefonso
Mathematics
Vanderbilt University
Doctoral Program in Computational 
Mathematics
UCF Mentor: Dr. Zhe Liu

Samuel Ortiz
History
University of Central Florida 
Masters of Arts in History
UCF Mentor: Dr. Daniel Murphree

Ivory Paulk
Biotechnology
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Postbaccalaureate Research Education Program
UCF Mentor: Dr. Alvaro Estevez

Wilson Perez
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering
The Ohio State University
Doctoral Program in Mechanical Engineering
UCF Mentor: Dr. Ali Gordon

Shantal Tummings
Environmental Engineering
The Ohio State University
Masters of Science in Civil, Environmental, and 
Geodetic Engineering
Mentor: Dr. Andrew Randall

John Vastola 
Mathematics and Physics
Vanderbilt University 
Doctoral Program in Physics and Astronomy
UCF Mentor: Dr. Richard Klemm

Jenny Walker
Biology and Psychology
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Doctoral Program in Psychology
UCF Mentor: Drs. Peter Hancock & Valerie Sims

Stephanie Matos
Psychology and Sociology
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University
Doctoral Program in Engineering Education
UCF Mentor: Dr. Eduardo Salas

The UCF McNair Scholars Program, first funded in fall 2003, is designed to assist its participants in gaining admission 

to graduate programs leading to a doctoral degree. The program targets low-income and first-generation students 

and members of groups that are underrepresented in graduate education. McNair is funded by the U.S. Department 

of Education through its Office of Federal TRiO Programs. McNair has served over 150 students since 2003. Currently 

83% of the scholars are enrolled or have graduated from a graduate or professional school. For more information 

go to www.aap.ucf.edu/mcnair.
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Summer Program Placements 2016 

The McNair Scholars Program at UCF is a United States Department of Education 
TRiO Program supported by a combination of federal and university funds.

Joey Velez-Ginorio
Computer Engineering
NSF REU: Center for Brains, Minds, and 
Machines at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology
UCF Mentor: Dr. Georgios Anagnostopoulos

Hardeo Chin
Aerospace Engineering
University of Central Florida  
Summer Research Program
UCF Mentor: Dr. Jeffrey Kauffman

Heidi Waite 
Biology
NSF Marine Laboratory Research Experience 
for Undergraduates at Duke University 
UCF Mentor: Dr. Linda Walters

Marvin Hoo
Psychology
Summer Research Institute (SRI) at the 
University of Arizona
UCF Mentor: Dr. Matthew Chin

Jeffery Jorges
Physics
NSF REU Program in Computational 
Astrophysics at the University of California 
Santa Cruz 
UCF Mentor: Dr. Adrienne Dove

Michael Lopez-Brau
Electrical Engineering
Center for the Study of Language and 
Information Summer Research Internship at 
Stanford University
UCF Mentor: Dr. Nazanin Rahnavard

Ashelyn Sidders
Biomedical Sciences & Biotechnology
Summer Training Academy for Research 
Success (STARS) Program at UC San Diego
UCF Mentor: Dr. Kyle Rohde

Michelle Aiello
Psychology
Summer Training Academy for Research 
Success (STARS) Program at UC San Diego
UCF Mentor: Dr. Mustapha Mouloua

Ahmad Azim
Photonic Science and Engineering
Massachusetts Institute of Technology  Lincoln 
Laboratory’s Laser Technology & Applications 
Research Group Internship
UCF Mentor: Dr. Lawrence Shah

Desia Bacon 
Psychology
Summer Training Academy for Research 
Success (STARS) Program at UC San Diego
UCF Mentor: Dr. Germayne Graham

Roxanne Howes
Literature
Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship 
(SURF) at the University of California Irvine
UCF Mentor: Dr. Cecilia Rodríguez Milanés

Itza Beltran 
Mechanical Engineering
Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship 
(SURF) at the University of California Irvine
UCF Mentor: Dr. Jayanta Kapat

Thomas Rechtman
Mathematics
Leadership Alliance: Summer Multicultural 
Access to Research Training (SMART) 
University of Colorado at Boulder
UCF Mentor: Dr. Ram Mohapatra

Samantha Mensah
Chemistry
Summer Training Academy for Research 
Success (STARS) Program at UC San Diego
UCF Mentor: Dr. Karin Chumbimuni-Torres


